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STATUTES (REPEALS AND MINOR AMENDMENTS) BILL 2006 
Committee 

Resumed from 4 June. The Chairman of Committees (Hon George Cash) in the chair; Hon Kim Chance (Leader 
of the House) in charge of the bill. 

Clause 41: Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 amended — 
Progress was reported after the clause had been amended. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: At the conclusion of debate last time, I indicated that there is a difference between 
the amendment I have proposed, which is a reflection of the report of the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review, and the amendment proposed by the Leader of the House. Before I move 
amendment 5/41 standing in my name on the supplementary notice paper, I would appreciated an explanation 
from the Leader of the House regarding why the government prefers amendment 16/41. I will then make a 
decision on whether I will proceed with amendment 5/41. 

Hon KIM CHANCE: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for raising the matter and giving the government an 
opportunity of commenting on the difference he has referred to. The Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review recommended that clause 41(6) be deleted from the bill. That may be affected 
by the amendment standing in the name of the Leader of the Opposition to delete lines 15 to 17 on page 19. 
Clause 41(6) of the bill refers to the section in the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 relating to the 
removal or modification of fortifications. As originally drafted, it proposes to amend sections 77(2)(b) and 
78(3)(b) of the act by deleting the words “section 75(3)” and inserting instead “section 75”. The necessity of 
deleting the words “section 75(3)” from sections 77(2)(b) and 78(3)(b) is the result of a cross-reference error 
made when the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 was drafted and consequently enacted. The 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review report states — 

Given that the amendment proposed at sub-clause 41(6) of the Bill will provide a significant extension 
of criminal sanction and administrative relief, the Committee has formed the view that this proposed 
amendment does not properly belong in an omnibus Bill. 

The view of parliamentary counsel is that this is not a significant amendment because it simply rectifies a minor 
drafting error. According to Premier’s Circular 2003/15, an example of what can be included in omnibus 
legislation includes drafting errors. If the committee were to support Hon Norman Moore’s amendment, the 
Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 will effectively cite a reference that is inaccurate and, as a result, 
not operable. Therefore, I urge honourable members to not support Hon Norman Moore’s amendment, but, 
rather, to support my amendment 16/41. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that clause 41, as amended, be agreed to, to which the Leader of the House 
has moved at page 19, line 17, to delete the numeral “75” and insert instead the numeral “75(1)”. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Just on a point of clarification, Mr Chairman — 

The CHAIRMAN: The member’s clarification might in fact be the point I want to raise. The Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I did not hear the leader move his amendment, and in view of the fact that my 
amendment is listed ahead of his on the supplementary notice paper, I would assume that we would deal with 
mine first. 

The CHAIRMAN: It has been pointed out to me that the leader has not formally moved his amendment. The 
Leader of the Opposition is quite right. He has priority at the moment with his amendment 5/41. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: It is interesting that these omnibus bills are meant to deal with simple administrative 
matters and issues of no great complexity. A committee of this house has spent some time going through this 
bill. It has come to the conclusion in paragraph 2.65 of its report that the amendment proposed in clause 41(6) 
will provide a significant extension of criminal sanction and administrative relief, and it has formed the view that 
that should not be part of an omnibus bill. I am not in a position tonight to take on board the complicated 
explanation of the Leader of the House. I am happy to accept the committee’s recommendations in this case. If 
the government then finds that there is a problem down the track, it should bring in an amendment to the 
Corruption and Crime Commission Act. Therefore, I move — 

Page 19, lines 15 to 17 — To delete the lines. 

Hon GIZ WATSON: The Greens will support the amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition. We have 
come to the same conclusion that the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review 
recommended. There are two amendments. The amendment that is in the bill, as the Leader of the Opposition 
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has pointed out, was identified by the standing committee as not one that properly belongs in an omnibus bill. 
We support the opposition’s amendment in that it is consistent with the standing committee’s recommendation. I 
suggest that the amendment that the government wants to make can be picked up in the amendment bill that 
allegedly will be introduced soon as a result of the recent review of the CCC act, which would be a more 
appropriate place to deal with the amendment that is currently in the omnibus bill. Therefore, we will support the 
Leader of the Opposition’s amendment to the bill. 

Hon KIM CHANCE: I note the likely will of the committee, and probably nothing that I can say now will 
change that. However, I want the committee to make its decision in knowledge of the fact that the standing 
committee was advised of the quite complicated detail—I concede that there is a complication—prior to its 
conclusion being reached and recommendations made. It is, as I have said, a cross-reference error, and it is the 
government’s view that — 

Hon Simon O’Brien: No, that is trite, with respect. 

Hon KIM CHANCE: My understanding is that it was a cross-reference error when the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act was drafted and subsequently enacted. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: It’s the letter of the law that was passed by this Parliament. 

Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes, which contained a cross-reference error. I am not trying to be contentious about this. 
That is the fact, as I understand it, and the standing committee was made aware of that. However, the world will 
not stop spinning as a result of us making the wrong decision. 

Amendment put and passed. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 42 to 44 put and passed. 

Clause 45: Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000 amended — 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I move — 

Page 21, line 20 to page 24, line 13 — To oppose the clause. 

This is in line with recommendation 5 of the committee’s report, and I have so moved. 

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that clause 45 do stand as printed, to which the Leader of the Opposition has 
moved that page 21, line 20 to page 24, line 13 be deleted. That means that the clause is opposed. Therefore, 
when I put the clause, no doubt some members will vote no. Therefore, the question is that clause 45 do stand as 
printed. 

Clause put and negatived. 

Clauses 46 and 47 put and passed. 

Clause 48: Disposal of Uncollected Goods Act 1970 amended — 

The CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the House has amendment 18/48 on the supplementary notice paper. 

Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes. It is simply to oppose the clause, rather than an amendment. 

Hon Norman Moore: Can you explain why? One sentence will do. 

Hon KIM CHANCE: Yes. We are seeking the committee’s consent to oppose the clause because the schedule 
to the Disposal of Uncollected Goods Act 1970 was amended by the Criminal Investigation (Consequential 
Provisions) Act 2006, such that the amendments in clause 48 are now redundant. 

Clause put and negatived. 

Clauses 49 and 50 put and passed. 

Clause 51: Electricity Act 1945 amended — 

Hon KIM CHANCE: I move — 

Page 27, lines 1 to 3 — To delete the lines. 

The reason we are moving this amendment is that the act has recently been reprinted. The error that the omnibus 
bill set out to correct was corrected as part of that reprinting process, using the powers under section 7(5)(c)(i) of 
the Reprints Act 1984, thus making clause 51(2) redundant. 
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Amendment put and passed. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed.  

Clauses 52 and 53 put and passed.  

Clause 54: Employers’ Indemnity Supplementation Fund Act 1980 amended — 
Hon KIM CHANCE: The government asks the committee to oppose this clause. The clause is being opposed 
because, similar to the last explanation I gave, the act has recently been reprinted. The error that the amendment 
set out to correct was corrected as part of that reprinting process under the same act I referred to a moment ago.  

Clause put and negatived.  

Clauses 55 to 86 put and passed.  

Clause 87: Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing Clubs Act 1904 amended — 
Hon KIM CHANCE: I ask the committee to also oppose this amendment. The Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing 
Clubs Act 1904 has been subsequently repealed by the Racing, Wagering and Betting Legislation Amendment 
and Repeal Act 2007. Therefore, this clause is redundant.  

Clause put and negatived.  

Clauses 88 to 94 put and passed.  

Clause 95: Local Government Act 1995 amended — 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: I move — 

Page 49, lines 1 to 15 — To delete the lines.  

This amendment is a reflection of the recommendations of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and 
Statutes Review.  

Amendment put and passed. 

Clause, as amended, put and passed.  

Clauses 96 and 97 put and passed.  

Clause 98: Magistrates Court Act 2004 amended — 
Hon KIM CHANCE: I ask the committee to oppose this amendment. The clause was originally to amend 
section 33(5)(a)(iii) of the Magistrates Court Act 2004. The clause is being opposed because section 33(5) of that 
act will be repealed by section 71(2) of the Acts Amendment Justice Act 2008, which was assented to on 
31 March 2008. The relevant section is shortly to be proclaimed, thus rendering clause 98 of this bill redundant. 

Clause put and negatived. 

Clauses 99 to 113 put and passed.  

Clause 114: Professional Combat Sports Act 1987 amended —  
Hon KIM CHANCE: This clause actually deals with recommendations 8 and 9 of the report of the Standing 
Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review. To effect these recommendations, the government 
believes it is better to oppose the whole of clause 114, and that will deal with both matters.  
Clause put and negatived.  

Clauses 115 to 128 put and passed.  
Clause 129: Sentencing Act 1995 amended — 
Hon KIM CHANCE: I move — 

Page 63, lines 19 to 25 — To delete the lines.  
The amendment is to delete lines 19 to 25, which refer to section 33A(4) and section 33O of the Sentencing Act 
1995. Those sections have already been amended by the Parole and Sentencing Legislation Amendment Bill 
2006 and have become redundant. 

Amendment put and passed. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed.  
Clause 130 put and passed. 
Clause 131: Sentencing Legislation Amendment Act 2004 amended — 
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Hon KIM CHANCE: Again the government asks the committee to oppose this clause. Section 14(2) of the 
Sentencing Legislation Amendment Act 2004 was repealed by the Parole and Sentencing Legislation 
Amendment Act 2006, thus rendering clause 131 redundant.  

Clause put and negatived.  

Clauses 132 to 159 put and passed.  

Hon KIM CHANCE: I believe I have not provided some answers to questions asked by Hon Norman Moore. I 
sent the answers to him this afternoon.  

Hon Norman Moore: I have not received them.  

Hon KIM CHANCE: I will table the answers to questions raised by Hon Norman Moore. Two questions were 
asked on 3 June 2008 and one on 4 June 2008. I advise that there is a pencilled-in correction; we got the name of 
one of the acts wrong. I seek leave to table the document. 

Leave granted. [See paper 4090.] 

Title put and passed. 

Bill reported, with amendments. 
House adjourned at 9.41 pm 

__________ 
 
 
 
 


